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Antiquities of the Jews

Translated by William Whiston

BOOK I

CHAPTER 3.

CONCERNING THE FLOOD; AND AFTER WHAT MANNER NOAH WAS SAVED
IN AN ARK, WITH HIS KINDRED, AND AFTERWARDS DWELT IN THE PLAIN
OF SHINAR,

1. NOW this posterity of Seth continued to esteem God as the Lord of the
universe, and to have an entire regard to virtue, for seven generations; but
in process of time they were perverted, and forsook the practices of their
forefathers:; and did neither pay those honors to God which were appointed
them, nor had they any concern to do justice towards men. But for what degree
of zeal they had formerly shown for virtue, they now showed by their actions
a double degree of wickedness, whereby they made God to be their enemy. For

1

many an,qels1 of God accompanied with women, and begat sons that proved

unjust, and despisers of all that was good, on account of the confidence they

had in their own strength; for the tradition is, that these men did what

resembled the acts of those whom the Grecians call giants. But Noah was very

uneasy at what they did; and being displeased at their conduct, persuaded
them to change their dispositions and their acts for the better: but seeing they
did not yield to him, but were slaves to their wicked pleasures, he was afraid
they would kill him, together with his wife and children, and those they had

married; so he departed out of that land.
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Z} 11. This notion, that the fallen angels were, in some sense, the fathers

of the old giants, was the constant opinion of antiquity.
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(1) The older view, held nearly unanimously by ancient writers prior to
Augustine of Hippo, is that the Nephilim were a hybrid race between certain
fallen angels, called the Benei Ha'Elohim ("Sons of God") or The Watchers

in extra—Biblical traditions, and human women.
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(2) Early Christianity Conservative interpretations of the "sons of God" view
them as descendants of Seth. Saint Augustine subscribed to this view, based
on the orations of Julius Africanus, in his book City of God which refer to
the "sons of God" as being descendants of Seth (or Sethites), the pure line
of Adam. The "daughters of men" are viewed as the descendants of Cain (or

Cainites).
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In The Genesis Record, Henry Morris states:

The only obvious and natural meaning without such clarification is that these
beings were sons of God, rather than of men, because they had been created,
not born. Such a description, of course, would apply only to Adam (Luke
3:38) and to the angels, whom God had directly created (Psalm 148:2, 5;
Psalm 104:4; Colossians 1:16). The actual phrase bene elohim is used three
other times, all in the very ancient book of Job (1:6: 2:1; 38:7). There is
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no doubt at all that, in these passages, the meaning applies exclusively to
the angels. A very similar form (bar elohim) is used in Daniel 3:25, and also
refers either to an angel or to a theophany. The term sons of the mighty
(bene elim) is used in Psalm 29:1 and also Psalm 89:6, and again refers to
angels. Thus, there seems no reasonable doubt that, in so far as the language
itself is concerned, the intent of the writer was to convey the thought of
angels — fallen angels, no doubt, since they were acting in opposition to
God's will.
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